CHAPTEB   III.

AW) ITS  CONSEQUENCES.

CAPT. Helm had a race-course on his plantation,
on which he trained young horses for the fall
races. One very fine horse he owned, called Mark
Afutkony, which he trained in the most careful manner
for several months previous to the races. He would
put Mm on the course every morning, sometimes
covering him with a blanket, and then put him to his
utmost speed, which he called " sweating him." Mark
Anthony was to be put on the race-course in October
following, as a competitor for the purse of ten thou-
sand dollars, which was the amount to be lost or gain-
ed on the first day of the fall races. Capt. H. had
also another young horse, called Buffer, under a course
of training, which he designed to enter the lists for the
second day. His course of training had been about
the same as Mark Anthony's, but being a year or two
younger, it was thought that he had not sufficient
"bottom" to risk so much money on, as was at stake
on the first day.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